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Alexandra Bracken

stairs-the lasi, crumbling remnants of'the ancient paiace that had

once stLrod on the site. Settling his topper back on his head, he nodded

to the behemoth who served as the club's porter and w'aited for him to
drag the door open.

Tire dark sireet beckoned, as drolvsy and alh-rring as a well-sated
lover. The cool summer air bit at his senses, and he was grateful lbr the
way it cieared ihe lingering smoke from his chest"

A blanket of damp clung to the city, a gift from a fleet-fboted storm.
For a single, precious hour, the rain had driven away Linden's notorious

reek. Now the familiar blend of excrelnent, sweat, and other assorted

filth reasserted its rightful place.

Rosebourne stood offfrorn the small crowd of gentlemen waiting for
their coaches to be brought round, a no doubt perfumed handkerchief
pressed to his nose. The light of the nearby lamps drew out the l-ew

remaining sparks of red in Rosebourne's white hair. Strange, Hugh
hadn't ever noticed it before. Well, the man had the bad luck of having
his full attention now.

Hugh was the portrait of insouciance as he sidled up to Rosebourne,
joining him in the shallow pool of lamplight. Palpable distaste poured
from the old perfurner as he eyed Lord Feathersby blissfully swaying

with his eyes screwed shut, seemingly unaware he was humming "The

Black Needle" for all those gathered to enjoy.

Rosebourne noticed Hugh then and sucked a tooth in displeasure. "l
should have known you'd be slithering about."

"Of course," Hugh said pleasantly. "l count slithering among my
many varied talents."

The perfumer snorted beneath his handkerchief. "Out w-ith it then."
There rvas much Hugh enjoyed about Rosebourne, his ruthless an-

nihilation of his competition chief among thern. His bluntness was no

exception. It was rather refreshing to skip the dance and get to the poitrt
for once.

'As stirprised as you are to see me this evening, Mr. Rosebourne,

I'm ec1ua11y wondering at yollr own appearance here," Hugh said, in
that same agreeabie tone. "\X/as tr not clear when I told you that rny order

iook precedence over a1i else, including creatLu'e crrrnfortsl"
'Ar-id u'as ,l not clear," Rosebourne countered, "tliat I rnould make no

a,ttempt to fulh11 your order until yor,r acquired rvhat I askecl of yo'.rl Cr
do these man,v sripposed talents of yoirrs not extend to procurerrrentl"

Hugh's smile tightened. Procwrement? Th.e r:ran rnay as rnell have

asked him to locate a tes

It's yours that has a dear
"Hmm, yes," Rosebot

say)"
'And yet," Hugh said-

are. I hadn't realized rou
ways I have of burning',

The rose-tipped cane
"Were you aware, m,v lor
like spoilt milk)"

It took every ounce of
the old man's words san
told him of this yeirs 4
unnatural fairyborn grft

"Better than some of
said. "Ha1f the sitting r
some infernal cousin to

"Andfeal" Roseboru

fix."
Hugh drew in a humi

it wafting from the fok
those years hed spent I
tamp down on the simr
feeling from his expr6-s
as this.

His breath came =ffit
heart. Bloody hell.

Something else,he orC

every feeling in his bod
silver platter. Hugh was

Not anyone else.

The creak of n-hee]-.

pierced the disdain cur
head, peering dosn the
wasn't his.

"T was acquaiated xit
"Your great-uncle. s-asn'

Hugh's throat tgh'€r
"He employed y'our rnon

T



,,'selunJrJd InJJSn' ' ' Jrour rno,( pa,(oldruJ eH.,
'se,(J sn{ aroJacl pJr{seg J]eJ s,uEur aq} se pJuelriSri }Eonl} s,qBnFI

., ( Jrl l,[ISe,\a'a1:un-1ear8 rno1,,
'pres Jurnoqasog ,,'ur.tolxoC Jo IreE lsel ar{1 q1l,\\ palurenbte se^^ L,

'srq l,usB,^a

t1 "a:uedouue qlr,^a >pEC[ al]lJs o1 iluo 'leer]s ar{l u,r\op 3ur-raad 'peaq

srq peueJl arr,rnoqasod 'uralll uJeralJc[ 3ur1pln: urepsrp aq] patrard
sr^ooq go do1: (peals Jrl] pue auols lsure8e slaJr{^\ Jo {Ern aq1

'as1a auo.(ue 1op
'auJnoqaso5 1oN 'arJq Iolluol ur Juo Jr{} se,^ q8ng 'repeld ra,tps

e uo uerrr aq+ o+ dn uroql pareJo arT aJoJJq (poc1 srq ur Srrrlaa; ,fuaa.a

ill{ p,eH 'as1a Buu4lawos uo sn::o{'Slesriru.{ parJpro arl'asp frunlqau,Log

'11aq.(poo1g 'uerq
srq;o leJC[ Sursrr eq] qrleur olJr sE 'ra>1:rnb 'ra1q8r1 aruef r-{leaJcl srH

'srlll se

q:ns :r8eruJo JreJ eql ur ssa]quo,^ se,^a 1r-uorsserdxe srq uorg Suqaag

Jo lulq Lue asea o1 'poolq slq ul raSue Suuaururrs aq] uo u,ra,op durel
o] Jlasurrq go 1:adse d;ala 1or1uo: o1 Surureal luads p.aq sread asoq]

IIV 'sr^arlsurqs pue leollsre,4a durrl srq Jo sploJ ar{1 urorJ 3ur13e.la. 1r

flaurs plnor 'oo1 'aqJr sE 'q]eJrc[ dreqs,(13ur1ellluril{ E ut,ltJJp r{8nU

,,'JtrJ

]e.la.Jo sIJDr ]L, 'sn[] Suuou8r 'panurluol aurnoqasou ..'req puv,,

,,'rJpue^el ()1 ursnol IEuraJur aIUos

pue slalor^ perpuel Jo lurls l1r: srql ur surool 8urp1s aql -+leH,, 
'pres

r{8nH ,,'p;r-l;e ur,1 's8urrago }ualer arour rno.(.;o Jrrros ueq+ JauJg,,
'];rB ruoq,&reJ Iernleuun

s,.{1ure3 aq} Jo peerr{1 puorrs a8uerls eq+-o8e sread srq} Jo urrq plo}
peq selr) Jllun '.uou peJecluaurer aq lng 'uI {ues spro,\\ s,uBru p1o a{l
se uorssardxa srq Iooqls 01 IIr.^ Jo a:ro3 s,qBng Jo Jluno l'raa,a >1oo1 11

,,i{llur }1iods a>1r

'rnos sllaurs irJrep 1er.ll,, 'ue8acl JuJnoqJSoH ,,'pso1 lw'Jreme noz( a-ra7yy,,

'du8 s.-rarungrad aq+3o J)roJ Jql Japun pe{eer) aue: paddrl-esoJ aql
,,'punor8 aql ot pl-ro^\ rno.( Suru-rnclJo e^eq I s,(e.u

alrleerf llssalpua aql ,rJ^olsrp o1 ra8ea os are,^a no,( pazrlea-r l,upeq I 'aJE

no.( araq,, 'ruJql uJa^\1aq spuer{ srq 3r-rrpeards 'pres qBnH ,,'1a.( puy,,

,,..(es
no.( l.uplnom 'auo Surssard raqiet y,, 'ples Jurnoqaso5 .'sad 'ururg,,

.'eurlpeap E serl ltr{l srno.( s,11

'ared 1e Surpasrord sr {sel lyr1,, 'a1e1 e ur do.rp;eal E J}e)ol ol urrr{ pJISE

,s0u I01t0LulltI

eleq 11eA\ se ,{eur ueu

,.(luerueJnlord o1 pu:
;g lno(;o pa{se tr +rry
ou aleru Plno,la I isw'_

.iwojEor
.rap-ro dur +eqt noi p1a.

ur rpres qBnH -'erJq 
,

'aurnoqasoA '16 'ftmr

lurod aql o1 pB pue a:+

ou Seru SSaulImIq 5_-IH

-ue ssaFl+ru s.rq'aurrH

,,'uar{+ +r qllr lno= Jar

,(ur Suoure Suuaqgp

1,, 'arnsealdsrp q qrm

eq1,, Srryrrurnq sE-s, d
Surler,rs dpgssuq iqs
parnod a6u1srp qqEE
'eurnoqasou oldnpal

3ur,req;o >1-:nl peq e$
r{3ng 'a8uer15 -rruq ;
IAaJ JI{l 1no ,u.erp sdu

Jarr{)ra{Pueq p3EryE
ro;8ur1re,u uatua r:f;

pJ+rossE Jeqlo PUE 
'1E

snorrolou s.uapu.r1 ies
'urJols P3looJ-1JJE E u

?
ar{l ro; pgaler8 se-rr rq
pales-lle&\ e se Surrnl

o1 uIF{ roJ Pa}rE.f, pue
peppou 3r{'pEaq srg u
pErT 1€r{} a:e1ed 1u-ar:r



Alexandra Bracken

'As do you," Rosebourne said, pointedly. "I approve every srrchorder,
mind you."

A warning to cap offhis night. Unbelievable. Hugh despised using
the perfumes in question, but necessity trumped misgiving every time.

"I'd expect nothing less," Hugh said. "I d only fear what might be-

come of you, should the King no longer avert his gaze fromyour use of
fairyborn magic."

Rosebourne barked out a laugh. 'And deny himself his own yearly

orderl Risk the ire of his Patricians, who have grown so very fond
of their scentsl Perhaps he should concern himself more with what
might happen should the rest ofhis subjects find out what they've been

denied. My business would survive, boy. Would his reignl"
Hugh let his top lip curl. For a man who dabbled with oils, Rose-

bourne certainly enjoyed courting fire.
"The social order must be preserved," Rosebourne mocked. 'And so,

by law, the Patricians may keep their fairy relics and do with them
as they please. They may purchase perfumes theirlessers are not even

permitted to know exist, as these noble, godly men"-he gestured to the
throng of drunk lords-"can be trusted, having bred the tainted pagan

fairy blood from their glorious lines. And all the while, fairy relics are

ripped away from commonfolk, who can be sent to Fairgate Prison on
the mere suspicion of using fairyborn magic."

"Where they serve at the King's pleasure," Hugh reminded him.
'And now, so do you."

Rosebourne sniffed at the double entendre, dabbing at his nose with
his handkerchief. Mint, Hugh noted. Had it been anyone else, he might
have spared him a small measure of pity-or at least not enjoyed the
man's obvious misery quite this much.

But another thought occurred to him. It was a misery, wasn't itl A
perfumer's nose was their most prized asset, but the Rosebourne nose

was something else entirely; like every strength, it could be made a

weakness. Hugh would remember that. He would use it.
"You've his way-your great-uncle's." Rosebourne tapped his cane

impatiently against the ground. "smiling and smiling as you sharpen
knives behind your back."

"Thank you," Hugh said.

"But blades cannot cut through poison, can theyl"/Rosebourne
mused. "Tell me, did the air still reek of licorice when you found himl"

The familiar, sickening weight coiled in Hugh's chest. The image

painted itself in the sl
body, twisted in on itse
The tracks of dried blor
and, God, even his ears

There had been so r

like ink.
'And yet, the good 

1

his eternal reward,' Ro

charitable Duke of Gk
you must have been th:
to have him named rq
there's no greater horo

Hugh grittedhis ee
crack.

"It is fortunate tle c
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rolling abomination ca:

the position of getting,
Hugh shoved down

at having been so easily

ness he d nurtured in t
Thewhite coachrdl

rumpled after a dzy d
perch to open the doq

Rosebourneliryed:
could move to placeth

'Sirl" the footman a
deep inhale.

Not finding crheter
reared back, snapping 1
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Alexandra Bracken

Hugh heaved in a deeper breath, seeking w'hatever scent had so of-

fended the man.
His brow creased. Linseed oi1 was hardly an assault to the senses,

even for a more powerful nose. But if Rosebourne despised it . . . wei1.

Hugh smiled darkly. He'd be more than happy--overjayed, in
fact--to douse himself with ttre stuff before standing over the per-

fumer's shoulder to encourage the man to blend his little oiis faster.

And if Rosebourne stili resisted, Hugh would personally coat every

inch of the man's house, e-;ery b!.asted piece of furniture, in the polish
until it became an inescapable reminder of the task he was neglecting.

Enjoying the thought imrnensel.v, Hugh watched Rosebourne's coach

depart with a snap of the ribborrs.

Go after him,he heard Uncle Giles's rroice whisper in his rnind. Th.e

work is not f.nished.
But it was, at least for this godforsaken day. Rosebourne lived but a

short drive away, and Hugh had already put eyes on Briarwood Palace.

Come morning, he w'ould be the one haunting the man's doorstep.

Hugh turned, mulling which nearby street presented the best op-

portunity to find a hack.
"Where are you offto, Foxcourt?" someone called.

Someone-who) He couldn't recall now. Because in that moment,
between one breath and the next, betlveen the ask and the answer, the
world turned to fire.

The heat found him first, scalding the air and his vision molten gold.

A tidal wave of pressure roared behind him, tossing him to the ground
with bone-crush in g force.

No, there had been a smaller expiosion firsi, hadn't there) A crack

like thunder. Or had that only been his skuil slamming against the
cobblestonesi

When Hugh came to, the sky was on fire, and somehow impossibly,

he was not dead.

His consciorlsness rose iike the whorls of dark smoke around him.
A sharp ache at his temple made itself known with a piercing intensity
that rvas almost blinding. Ash caressed his face like the hands of a wor-

ried mother.
Hugh's eyes stung, rvatering as he forced them open, his throat ach-

ing ivith an unfiriished cry. Srnolderirrg debris was scattered around
him. Hugii stared, not comprehending, not recognizing any of it"

Not untii he sarv the golden rose still burning in tlie neart-ry gutter.

' The blasted ringing in
self upright. The world 1

heavy veil of smoke and a

Too late-
He pressed a tremblin

retching. The ungodly str

he made his way to the fir
To the remains of a c,

blue.
Too la.te-
Bile heaved up his thro

reached for him. Voices r
lips forming frantic shal
torted by terror.

Too late-
They lifted him, dra,qg

ness back to him. But ev
capable.

Always too late.
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r4 Alexandra Bracken

And, God, one of his yellow teeth was rotting at the root. If it wasn't

giving him something to complain about, it would soon. In the mean-

time, the soul-curdling stink of it, braided into the burnt parchment

scent of his growing annoyance, was a test to my stomach's fortitude.
"Of course not, sir," I told him, straining to find that tone that made

men believe they d won your fancy. "But I must sell my wares if I'm to
eat. I know you understand this, being a man of trade yourself-that
every coin must be precious to you."

"Not so precious," the man said quickly, unable to help himself. As

always, the newer the money, the more desperate they were to flash its

shine.
Arabella subtly knocked a hand against my leg, stifling a laugh with

a cough.
"Chest complaint," she explained when he cut her a suspicious look.

"Mayhaps yer in need of something splendid as wel1, being a man of
means and alll Found this in the River Temese just this week past. A
right treasure, it is."

She tapped a gnarled finger on a handsome new addition to her of
ferings: a silver card case. After a moment's hesitation, the man took

it, holding it up to the pale moonlight for closer inspection. I fought a
grimace as he turned it over, revealing the crest engraved there.

He tossed it back onto the table with a noise of disgust. "The Duke

of Weston threw his card case into the river, did hel"
Arabella rose to her full, diminutive height, her blue eyes piercing

within the sunken contours of her face. "Probably got bored of it and

wanted to use the gold one. Yer the one high in the instep, ye explain
it to me-"

The man's top lip curled into a sneer as ugly as the rest ofhim. "You

are a thiefl"
Lovely. That drew a handful ofeyes from the nearby tables.
'And yer at the Midnight Market," Arabella snarled. "If ye want vir-

tue, get yerself to church."
I placed a quelling hand on her arm, my smile rigid. We were

women of business now. Women of business swallowed their spleen

and smiled. They did not insult the night's only potential customer, no

matter how badly he deserved to be diced by a former doxy's wickedly

sharp tongue.
"What she means is that the Midnight Market offers a variety of

l

. 
^ $oods you won't be able to
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The man's dark gaze tu
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saited desperation. Those x
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